


THE TRUTH ABOUT 


LEAD PAINT 
POISONING. 


Lead paint is an invisible danger. Here are some facts about 





lead paint poisoning that everyone should know: 


-A million kids are affected by lead paint poisoning with 
some level of irreversible damage, such as lower 


intelligence, learning disabilities and behavioral issues. 


- New cases of childhood lead paint poisoning are 
diagnosed every year. Many more could go unreported. 


¢ Recent research shows that new cases can be directly 
linked to renovations where the work environment was 


inadequately contained. 


- Adults exposed to lead paint can suffer from high blood 
pressure, headaches, dizziness, diminished motor skills, 
fatigue and memory loss. Even small levels of exposure to 


lead paint can harm adults. 


- It’s not just lead paint chips that poison. Contamination 
can be caused by only a little bit of lead dust that is easily 
absorbed by anyone who inhales or ingests it. 


¢ Once poisoned, it’s for life and can never be reversed. 
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- To learn more, 


visit epa.gov/getleadsafe 
or call 800-424-LEAD. 
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WHERE DOES THE LEAD HOW DO! CHOOSE THE DOES MY STAFF HAVE TO BE 
DANGER COME FROM TODAY? RIGHT CONTRACTOR? LEAD-SAFE CERTIFIED? 


In earlier decades, the fear of children eating lead As a property manager or person in the position of authority Federal law requires that if you or someone on your staff is 









paint chips was the main concern when it came to choose who renovates your hospital, child-care facility, performing the work your firm must be Lead-Safe Certified 
to poisoning. But since then, research has shown school, or apartment, it is your responsibility to choose a and your staff trained in lead-safe work practices. If not, you 
that the most common way to get lead in contractor who is Lead-Safe Certified. could face tens of thousands of dollars in fines. Plus, you 


the body is from inhaling or ingesting put the health of yourself, your workers, and your customers 


Here are a few helpful tips: 
microscopic dust. at risk, which could result in lawsuits. 


- Ask if the contractor is trained to perform lead-safe h k ee ene 
Renovation creates this dust. Common renovation activities MINSSS TAS [OTIS MTEC f 
: work practices and ask to see a copy of their EPA | 


like sanding, cutting and demolition, can create hazardous ¢ Containing the work area. 


training certificate. 
lead dust and chips. Proper work practices can protect the - Avoiding renovation methods 


« Make sure your contractor can explain clearly the details of 


people in your building, especially children, from this dust. that generate large amounts of 


the job and how the firm will minimize lead hazards during 
Even for small jobs, the key is to use lead-safe work practices the work process. lead-contaminated dust. 





such as containing dust inside the work area, using dust- : 
ee ; - Ask what lead-safe methods will be used to set up and Cleaning up thoroughly. 
minimizing work methods and conducting a careful cleanup. a 
perform the job in your hospital, child-care facility, school 


important, it means making sure that anyone who does work cL a GETTI NG YOUR LEAD-SAFE CERTI FICATION. 


in your building is Lead-Safe Certified. - Ask for references from at least three recent jobs involving - To become certified, individuals must attend a full-day 
buildings built before 1978, and speak to each personally. Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule Course. The price 
for this course is set by private trainers accredited by the 


It also means keeping people out of the work area. Most 


¢ Always make sure the contract is clear about how the work 


willlbeiset up) pertonmediandicieaned, EPA. To find an accredited trainer near you, visit 


www.epa.gov/getleadsafe or call 1-800-424-LEAD. 
You can verify that a contractor is certified by checking the 
EPA website at www.epa.gov/getleadsafe or by calling the a OTITIS Qi ce Ov Olt SMa SER ane), 
National Lead Information Center at 1-800-424-LEAD (5323). 
You can also ask to see a copy of the contractor's -To help you through this new regulation, there is a wealth 


firm certification. of downloadable support information on our website, 


$300 to receive official certification. 


www.epa.gov/getleadsafe. 






EPA regulations now mandate that any contractor or maintenance 
staff, from plumbers to electricians to painters, who disturbs more than 
six square feet of lead paint, replaces windows or does any demolition 
while working in a pre-1978 home, school or day-care center, must now 
be Lead-Safe Certified and trained in lead-safe work practices. If not, you 
could face tens of thousands of dollars in fines. These regulations are 
now the standard of care for the industry and complying with them will 
reduce your chance of being involved in potentially expensive lawsuits. 








